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Lost Grave Markers Rescued
By Claire BrittotWarren

Early in 2013, Karl Doll searched later. Some of tcemetery and either mistak-
from Sunnyvale, was hikir stones were obvious scrienly took the stones along
in the Midpeninsula Region with misspellings, but othe with scrap or knowingly
Open Space Distric were clearly old headston removed them from the
(Midpen) when he camsome dating back to thcemetery for a building pro-
c8¢ress more than 100 loo 1850s. That day we recordject or resale. Although,
grave markers in the Cuper and photographed 120 stonsome of these stones are
no foothills. He contactecthat we believed should tclearly old and it is difficult
Midpen and
alerted the Cali
fornia Pioneers
of Santa Clarg
County.

By March of
that year, thejs
Pi onedn
Grave Dangg
' Gahgmet with
Midpen rangers
who transport-
ed us in off
road vehicleg
through  the
foothills to
within 1/8 of a
mile of the site.

o 2 L o SR
\T Tthe hrBa, Char- Rescuing the lost grave markers in the Cupertino hills.

coal Trail, is southwest researched to determine wht

of Stevens Creek Reservithey belonged and what to (to imagine that anyone
in Stevens Creek Coun about them. The stones we could mistake them as scrap.
Park. The group then hike organized so that the pr

down to where the heac1940 stones could be re Much later in June of this
stones and graveston:easily. year, Midpenorganized a
(meant to sit flush with the group of volunteers from
ground) were heaped iNo one knows how all thes Appirio (a Cloud computing
stacks about 4 to 5 feet hicheadstones ended up in t company) to work with the
and scattered over thfoothills. Midpen purchase Pioneers to remove the
ground. | put together a da the property in order to e»stones in July. The Pioneers
sheet that allowed us 1pand the public trail systerwere advised that if we
check off basic informatiol discovering the headston wanted to rescue the stones
about each stone; conditio after the purchase. A previo we must be prepared to ac-
material and type, along wi land owner appears to hacept and store them.
names and dates to be rhad a connection to a loc (Continued on pg. 2)
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Grave Markers (Continued)

As luck would have it, | had &he next day, the Clampers of E Clammyseltering day. Heartfelt thanks to all
chance meeting with a frienditus Mountain Charlie Chapter 1850 amtho helped in this effort! To watch the
associated with a cemetery in tBeanciforte Chapter 1797 met us at the ceescue and transportation of the grave
Santa Cruz mountains wheredlery in the Santa Cruz mountans and markers, visit http://youtu.be/V595
had previously volunteered, sohelped us unload our heavy cargo onXsif8hO. (Continued on pg. 3)
asked about the possibility of

storing 120 grave markers at
facility. A few days later he r¢
ported that the Board of thé
cemetery would be glad to be
assistance in storing all t
stones. So problem solved
though the hard work was yet
come.

On July 2, the Appirio volun
teers and the Pioneers were tg
en to the site by the Midpe
rangers along with healyty
motorized wheelbarrows wit|#s
tanklike tractor treads to mov{
the stones up the hillside.
volunteers loaded the stones @
to a flatbed truck, we checkd #
each one off as it went aboarf
photographing the stone as
was loaded. The flatbed toq
them down from the hills to 4§
rented cargo truck.

and Midpen

N

Claire Britton-Warren, in truck, with Pioneers

Park Rangers who helped load up the grave markers.
Below, the volunteers from Appirio.

Photos: Tim Peddy
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http://youtu.be/V595-XMf8b0
http://youtu.be/V595-XMf8b0

Tamien Artifacts Donated to Pioneers Museum

One of our recently acquired artifacts for the Roberto Adobe & $uftof
House museum is a pestle (hand tool) and mortar (bowl) thaf came
from beneath the museum property, itself. Mel Basuini, who wap born

in the Suiol House, donated these

of Santa Clara County. Years ago,

artifacts to the California Pipneers
the Basuini family unearthed the

pestle and mortar buried in their orchard.

Perhaps during R

oberto Bal er i

years ago, the Tamien who lived on the museum property usef these

items to pound acorns and other se

eds into meal. Because thid mortar

is unusually deep, it may also have served a secondary purppse as a

bowl. These tall thin

walled mortars ar
rare because they afe
more fragile, tendin
to break over th
centuries.

noods

l' i feti me,

or

per h

Thanks to
generosity, the Pio-
neers are fortunate
to share with visitors
that the Native

Americans on this

property usedthese
tools. ™

Grave Markers (continued)

(Photos: & Text: Paul Bernal)

7'/74435%551//”/ iFz;pni/'/y.a/l/?e/ Basuini in the adobe,

surrounded by Tom, Joey, and Gloria.

Left: mortar and pestle recovered by the
Basuini Family from the Roberto Adobe
& Suriol House property years ago.

We hope to identify family membe
who would be interested in restorin
the headstone or gravestone of th
ancestor to its rightful place. In add
tion, we hope to partner with locg
cemeteries and begin identifyi
missing grave markers so they can

returned to the original resting placg.
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Members of théen Grave Danger Ggng

have been researching the names
the stones and have identified histo
details on a few interesting citizer
More stories will follow about thos

on
fiC
S.
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-

pioneers in the next Trailblazer issje.

One of our success stories follows
the next page™

Photo right: members of the
Clampers who volunteered to
unload the grave markers.
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(Photo: Claire Brittderren)
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