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         Australia  
 

The California Pioneers of 
Santa Clara County (CPSCC) 
became famous in Australia 
in November, 2014. It seems 
that 17 reels of films ac-
quired at a San Jose estate 
sale were donated by Tim 
Peddy to the Pioneers about 
a year ago. Rick Helin, one 
of our film archivists, edited 
and posted on his personal 
Youtube site some of the 

movies taken in Australia by 
a òmystery touristó in 1940. 
As of December, 10,000 
viewers accessed the Austral-
ian footage. Helin hoped 
that the viewers would then 
be directed to our collection 
of vintage films on the 
òSCCPioneersó Youtube 
channel. 
 

The 1940 films of Mel-
bourne and Australia caught 
the attention of the Royal 
Australian Historical Society. 

From there a local historian, 
Annie OõRiley spotted the 
footage and posted them to 
her social media pages, òOdd 
Australian Historyó And 
òLost Melbourne.ó OõRiley 
contacted the Pioneers to tell 
us that the films went viral 
and, òThe people of Mel-
bourne have loved seeing this 
footage and as my daughter 
said, it was a beautiful feel 
good segment of the news.ó  
 

Once OõRileyõs efforts bought 

the vintage videos to the at-

tention of the media, they 

were featured on National 

Melbourne News. The next 

day the film footage was fea-

tured on The Age newspaper 

site. The Age stated that many 

of the vintage shots illustrate 

huge changes in Melbourne. 

Port Melbourne is almost un-

recognizable. The streets are 

identifiable but are a reminder 

of the development that has 

taken place in the last 75 

years. However, òscenes of 

Luna Park, rowers on the 

Yarra and the Botanic Gar-

dens are timeless.ó The foun-

tains near Parliament are ex-

actly the same. The article 

continues, describing Helinõs 

activities and the mystery of 

who took these 17 reels of 

vacation movies of not only 

Australia, but also of Hawaii, 

New Zealand and 

Europe. 
     

But this gets even 
better! Annie 
OõRiley happens  
to be the daughter 
of Leonard 
McKay, a well-
known and re-
spected historian 
in San Jose who 
passed away in 
2006. McKay was 
a Pioneers Board 
Member, Presi-

dent and President Emeritus-
Historian. His leadership and 
guidance were major factors 
in the success of the Pioneers 
organization. 
   

Annie OõRiley moved to 
Australia at age 17 but re-
members sipping lemonade 
with Clyde and Helen Ar-
buckle, working at History 
Park and leading tours of the 
Peralta Adobe downtown.  
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vacation films run a span from 1939 
until 1948 and also include interesting 
footage of the United States. The heirs 
of the estate sale had no idea who took 
the vintage movies and said the owner 
of the house never had a camera. The 
estate sale was held at the home of the 
late San Jose Police Captain, Ray Lee, 
near Blossom Hill and Harwood Ave-
nue. If anyone knew Captain Lee and 
can add information regarding this 
mystery please contact us at  
info@CaliforniaPioneers.com. 
 

To listen to the New Zealand radio 

interview with Rick Helin go to: 

www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/aft

ernoons/audio/20158599/new-zealand-in-

the-1940%27s-rick-helin  

 

To read the New Zealand Herald 

article and see the video, visit: 

www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.c

fm?c_id=1&objectid=11363641 
 

And for other vintage film footage 

courtesy of California Pioneers of 

Santa Clara County visit: 

www.youtube.com/sccpioneers × 

 

Headlines Down Under (Continued)  

The Pioneers are gratified that through 

her, Australians viewed historical videos 

of their country in color and that our 

digital film archive program is becoming 

world famous.  

 

Australian websites to visit about these 

vintage videos: 

National Melbourne News site: 
www.9news.com.au/National/ 2014/ 
11/19/15/14/Lost-movies-reveal-1940
-Australia. 
 

Australian National newspaper site: 
www.theage.com.au/victoria/hello-
kangarooland-mystery-tourist-films-
melbourne-around-1940-20141119-
11pp6d.html. 
 

        New Zealand 
 

Historical 1940s footage of New Zea-
land was enjoyed by New Zealanders 
during the last two months of 2014. 
Rick Helin also edited and posted these 
silent 16 mm movies that were taken by 
the same American couple who took 
the Australian films. Their holiday jour-
ney covered Auckland to Rotorua,  

Napier, Wellington, Christchurch and 
the South Island.  
 
Helin was interviewed about the re-
stored films on the New Zealand radio 
broadcasting company on Nov. 25th. 
 

A New Zealand Herald article de-
scribed the films on November 24th. 
The footage includes trams, panoramic 
views of suburbs, playing cricket at 
Auckland Domain, the Ellerslie Race-
track and the Botanic Gardens.  
 
There are also scenes of life in Rotorua, 
soldiers marching and popular attrac-
tions such as Pohutu Geyser, Lake Ta-
rawera, Fairy Springs, Waimangu and 
Whakarewarewa Village. Some of the 
village children in the footage may still 
be alive today. Helin says that the vil-
lage òChiefó has seen the films and can 
identify some of the people in the films 
but can't remember their names.  
 
Helin would like to be able identify the 
òmystery tourist.ó He guesses that they 
were a fairly well-off couple who 
brought their automobile with them on 
many of their vacations. The reels of 
   

On March 28, 2015, the DAR 

(Daughters of the American Revolu-

tion) will be placing an historic marker 

at the site of the Juan Bautista de Anza 

Expedition Campsite #92. Anzaõs 

group camped here along the Llagas 

Creek on March 24, 1776, where the 

City of Morgan Hill stands today.   

 

The dedication will take place at 2:00 

pm at the intersection of Santa Teresa 

Boulevard and Llagas Creek in Morgan 

Hill. There will be a shuttle from the 

Villa Mira Monte (Morgan Hill House)  

to carry visitors to the dedication since 

parking at the site is limited. The Mor-

gan Hill House and Museum are at 

17860 Monterey Street in Morgan Hill 

at the intersection of Monterey and 

Wright Street. Take Cochrane Exit from 

101 to Monterey Road. For questions 

call Sally Holcombe at 925-938-9137 or 

send email to historan@californiadar.org. 

 

For more background on the Anza 

Marker see the December 2014 Trail-

blazer, page 6. Trailblazers can be ac-

cessed at www.CaliforniaPioneers.com.× 

Anza Marker Dedication ñNew Date  

http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/afternoons/audio/20158599/new-zealand-in-the-1940%27s-rick-helin
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/afternoons/audio/20158599/new-zealand-in-the-1940%27s-rick-helin
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/afternoons/audio/20158599/new-zealand-in-the-1940%27s-rick-helin
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11363641
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11363641
http://www.youtube.com/sccpioneers
http://www.9news.com.au/National/2014/11/19/15/14/Lost-movies-reveal-1940-Australia
http://www.9news.com.au/National/2014/11/19/15/14/Lost-movies-reveal-1940-Australia
http://www.9news.com.au/National/2014/11/19/15/14/Lost-movies-reveal-1940-Australia
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/hello-kangarooland-mystery-tourist-films-melbourne-around-1940-20141119-11pp6d.html
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/hello-kangarooland-mystery-tourist-films-melbourne-around-1940-20141119-11pp6d.html
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/hello-kangarooland-mystery-tourist-films-melbourne-around-1940-20141119-11pp6d.html
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/hello-kangarooland-mystery-tourist-films-melbourne-around-1940-20141119-11pp6d.html
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Message from our President  

Ken Machado, President 
California Pioneers of Santa Clara County 
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The lead story in this issue of the 

Trailblazer describes the unlikely 

and amazing impact made by the 

actions of two individuals who de-

cided to save a piece of history.  

I think the story exemplifies some 

things for all of us to consider when 

we contemplate the importance of 

historical heritage and preservation.  

It also shows us how small events 

can sometimes create large reac-

tions. 

 

The story starts with the curiosity 

of one of our longtime board mem-

bers and volunteer extraordinaire, 

Tim Peddy, who had the foresight 

to acquire, essentially sight unseen, 

some very old 16 mm films from an 

estate sale in San Jose. Little did he 

know the global effects that said 

acquisition would have on a society 

living on the other side of our 

globe. These films chronicled the 

travels of an unknown American 

couple throughout Australia and 

New Zealand and other locals circa 

1939-1948.   

Tim had the foresight to hand these 

films over to fellow Pioneers board 

member and historian, Rick Helin  

who spends many of his  waking 

hours away from home, painstak-

ingly preserving and digitalizing 

home videos and films such as 

these in the òfilm labó at the Rob-

erto Adobe and Suñol House. Rick 

and his band of merry film archi-

vists have added a new dimension 

to the Pioneers and exposed our 

organization to a worldwide audi-

ence through their publication of 

the acquired films on YouTube and 

other internet sites. (See 

www.youtube.com/sccpioneers for some 

evidence of their handiwork.)  

Rick lives for a good mystery and 

the mystery surrounding the un-

known filmmakers and their con-

nection to the home in San Jose 

where the films were discovered is 

sure to be a puzzle that Rick will 

seek to solve. 

To me, the best part of the story is 

the realization of the impact that 

the preservation and ultimate distri-

bution of these films has made on 

our neighbors down under. The 

television reports, newspaper arti-

cles and coverage of these films in 

Australia and New Zealand have 

proven that people are interested in 

their past and fascinated by what 

came before them.  It is further evi-

dence, not that we historians need 

it, that history is important and 

worth the effort to preserve.  
 

An almost surreal supplement to 

the story is that after Rickõs posting  

on YouTube, the film footage 

came to the attention of a local 

Australian historian by the name 

of Annie OõRiley whose own in-

ternet re-posting of the films 

helped them gain even wider 

recognition and òviraló status. The 

circle had been completed by this 

transplanted daughter of the late 

Leonard McKay, former Pioneer 

President and well regarded San 

Jose Historian who must be smil-

ing down at the òcoincidenceõ of 

this cosmic occurrence.   

 

Somehow I think it was not so co-

incidental and that there may have 

been a spectacled spirit in a funny 

hat guiding the hands of a fellow 

Pioneer that day when Tim picked 

up those films and said: ò I will 

buy these.ó  Anyway, thatõs my 

theory.  × 

Happy  
Valentines Day 

http://www.youtube.com/sccpioneers
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Pioneers Quarterly Luncheon  
 

 Saturday, March 7th, 2015   

11:00 AM to 2:30 PM 
 

THREE FLAMES RESTAURANT  
Banquet Roomñ1547 Meridian Ave. in San Jose 

 

Luncheon Presentation 
 

òWhere's the Historic  

Lenzen Rail Yard?ó 
 

presented by 
 

  Rod Diridon, Sr. 
California Trolley & Railroad Corp. Emeritus President 

    

Make Reservations by Wednesday, March 4th 

 Email to sccpioneers@aol.com 

or call 408-554-7587 with your menu selection 
 

If, after reserving, you cannot attend the Luncheon 
PLEASE call or e-mail to cancel your reservations.   

We have to pay for no-shows ! 

 

Luncheon cost is now $30  
Please make checks payable in advance to  

California Pioneers and bring to Luncheon. 

 
Menu Selections 

 
 

Three Flames Special Steak 
tri-tip steak topped with sautéed mushrooms 

 

Grilled Salmon 
 

Above served with Anna Potatoes and fresh vegetables 

 

Pasta Mostaciolli 
Penne Pasta in a sun dried tomato cream sauce 

 
All of the above served with Salad, Coffee and Dessert 

No Host Bar for soft drinks, beer and wine 

 
Parking is limited in front of the restaurant; however, ample parking  

is available in the rear and close to a separate banquet room entrance. 

About Our March Luncheon Presentation  
òWhere's the Historic Lenzen Rail Yard?ó 

In the early 1860s Santa Clara and San Francisco Coun-
ties sold bonds to build the second rail line and the old-
est in continuous operation west of the Mississippi.   
 
The original narrow gage Basset Street round house, 
turntable and supporting facilities were soon inade-
quate. By the end of the century a vast new standard 
gage rail yard and maintenance and dispatch facility was 
developed at the end of Lenzen Avenue. The site is to 
the east of The Alameda where the Caltrain mainte-
nance base now stands.   

Reminder: Quarterly Pioneers luncheons will now be held on  

the first Saturday of  March, June, September and December. 

In the mid 1990s, the Southern Pacificõs Lenzen 

roundhouse, turntable, water tower, switches, signals 

and trackage were archivally moved to the Santa Clara 

County Fairgrounds with a promise to be rebuilt as a 

railroad museum for the region. 

 

What happened? Where is that vast amount of historic 

material and those plans now? Whatõs the next step in 

recapturing our railroading history?  × 
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Workday at the Adobe  
An unscheduled workday spontaneously broke out at the Roberto 
Adobe/Suñol House on Jan. 5, 2015. After eating breakfast out, Rick 
Helin, Bill Foley, Tim Peddy and Jim Zetterquist went over to the 
Adobe to do a little work. But as usual, there was more maintenance 
than anticipated. They cleaned out the gutters, made sprinkler repairs, 
and pruned back the fig tree, said to be the oldest, fruit-bearing tree in 
Santa Clara County. The Pioneers thanks Rick, Bill, Tim and Jim for 
all your hard work and care of our treasure on Lincoln Avenue. To see 

a video of the workday go to: http://youtube/CDHoksSJtjo  × 

Top right,  

Bill Foley with a 

thumbs up and  

holding the ladder 

while Rick Helin  

cleans out   

a gutter. 

 

Left, Tim Peddy 

pruning the tree. 

 

Right, Jim  

Zetterquist shovel-

ing out a drain. 

 
(Photos: Tim Peddy  

and Rick Helin) 

http://youtu.be/CDHoksSJtjo

