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Dr. Bangs-Learning to Dnive in Early San Jose

uebl

i on

1900 photo of Dr. Bangs (larger man in left auto) in his new Osétunt.
Photo donated by W. F. Huntds great ¢
given to History San Jose. W. F. Hunt is sitting far right in a second auto.

Aftee Bearing the fascinating story of thehen suddenly a slight movement of the
historic OserHunt auto, delivered bysensitive steering apparatus threw the
Dan Erceg at the Pioneers Decemb®gchine with great force against the
luncheon, an interesting item caught ﬁyne curplng nearly opposite Fox Ave-
attention. It seems that a Dr. Bangs plfl ue. 6 Damage to the
chased the first Osétunt auto and was ront portlon of the running gear,

t for his b to thi mashed wheels and a bent front axle.
Eo orious for his banging into things wi eportedly, the occupants were not seri-
is car.

ously hurt, even though they were

thrown from the auto.
It was reported in theevening News

March 26, 1900, that soon after purchase second reference to Dr. Bangs and
ing the first Oseiunt manufactured inhis driving was described in Bwening
San Jose, Dr. Frederick H. Bangs, accbiawsarticle on Dec. 7, 1900, when he
panied by an engineer, wrecked his raawd T. S. Montgomery drove his auto
automobile during a trial road trip. Whilown The Alameda, racing against
heading toward Alviso on North FirsBeorge Bollinger and Judge Slack of San
Street, t he aut o PBrénasto iracaerse hne darriage, testiggh
of speed on the asphaltum pavement (Continued page 2)
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Dr. Bangs (Continued)

which mode of transportation washinese comic opera presentedClra Streets, rendering the victim
faster. As a vehicle came head orthte Victory Theater. Dr. Bangs, imconscious with a slow pulse. Dr.

the racers, Dr. Bangs quickly turnbi$ first theater appearance, playahgs reported that he was driving
his auto to f althe cobrtephysiciash anB8 was Icallsidyly o s rainy night when
and hit the sidewalk, overturned th®appear on stage in an automolles uddenl y somet hir
auto, and injured Montgomery. Dat the end of the second act. Hse nder . 6 No bone
Bangs was not hurt since he alrefiignds were said to be curiouséond t he patientds
had a few accidents while tamingthe e what woul d ldteathapreght. Physigians Guygest-

automobile and hel ewirlnle dh almaw e ted tha tha untomscicusnesss may g
fall. o6 The aut oTheWklassClubnsponsoresl ghe évemive begn not completely due to
damaged but 0 t hoeaise snong\efov aharkyEvenimghe accident{San Jose Mercury Her-
slightly brui se dewsNov.16, 1905) ald,Dec. 20, 1914)

However, a much later news arti@¥ 1913, after many years of drithe next day Lieber was reported

(Evening Newhly 18, 1913) menng, Dr. Bangs acquired considerabte im_proving rapidly at Columbi_a

tioned that Montgomery was unalfléving skill; a newspaper article skidspital, at Market St. & Auzerais

to walk in goodtM@tm hieordrs@ue Fyemidnget theicare of Pr. Bags o

after that accident in 1900. hands and feet worked quicker thand Dr. E. F. Holbrook(Evening
his head. o NewsDec. 21, 1914)

An Evening Newsticle on Nov. 4,

'However, on several occasions i i i
1901 stated that twelve automoblpzs Recording to his obituary, Dr.

were now owned by private partiensgh:(er.]ed a streetcar .motorn}an P¥ederick I}Ierbertt[)Baggs passed
: oski mming 1In r Ay at thelage of & dn Maréh 13, t
:SSan (:)Jo:er.] Zr. B(t;lnfgs V\{[ashdeescrl(gjerdg und - @nevsnbrwrel@gq‘éfﬁagqjlqﬁg illness. He lived at
tomobiles in San Jose. havin onePnjn Cofmidined” that “his " heasho ‘South 1w Street in San Jose

) ' 9 St pged b%atin% anﬂ hishhair tood R (Continued on page 3)
the first i n town tBé; eﬁaad oal |

: . on end as Dr. Bangs scoogted 1in

ki nds of aCC|defnts (E a.n ot e
zri?nt of the Streetcar, narrowl

chine ran away with him Severmlssing the vehicle and thgnetood . bTraiIbIazer

. 0
t I mes. o Th e. ehvl\éshorr? thteelrfC”)ll eThe rallrsor |SI 0 bﬁsgeg uarter|y by the
hi s autotrylng.tocll{n érees?n&Q o
. |saued a’letter to Dr. Bangs requegst- California Pioneers
other unusual things that an untame

¢ : Li kel ing that he oki
auto 1s ' XKETY LB, Hié}]t%nefnb th& &(aF crely, &
er, by the date of this article D{hat some day a motorman might
Bangs was said to be a more expgll

. ie of heart failure in his trackk
enced driver and had control of h\}vﬁﬁen he thought he was going [Jo
auto as if it were a bicycle. Contact us at

crash into the ||deggachidmBrionecd tbih Of-
%c:]gs apologetically replied that [he P.O. Box 8208

B
Dr. Bangs was a personable R
weltliked doctor and citizen of S%}O uld oO0observe |[Imor %nJasea CAS515b n

Jose. He apparently enjoyed tak ng’}' t (BveningNedsly 18, 1913
risks, trying out new adventures and

having a good time. In November &N Dec. 20, 1914, a San Jose sjpn
1905, his fuioving nature was apwriter, Louis Lieber, was struck y The Pioneers is a 501(c)3
parent when he took part in the preénh automobile driven by Dr. Ban{s non-profit organization
duction of o T h en theMarmed of Beicomd ahd Sa

(ﬂ [ %Saraa\,(?birh Gouynty w
0 W EsMablished 1875

Gayle Frank, Editor

© 2017 California Pioneers
of Santa Clara County
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Dr. Bangs (continued) Presi dent 0s Me

for 26 years and was a most trustexk | write this message we are commencir
and respected citizen. He had beetew year with anticipation, hope, questions,
married to his wife, Isabella May Banggrtainties and potential. We are witness to a
for 28 years. government, new ideas and new conflicts | =
wonder what will come from all of this. Regal T
Dr. Bangs operated a sanitarium oss of political, religious or social affiliatio
North Third Street. His patients alwaymost of us do share certain common core be
came before his own personal comfodnd needs, a desire for freedom, for health,
or the business aspects of his practithe means to care for our families and for
He was described as having peace of a safe society free of conflict and perse- (Photo: Tim Peddy)
ochar mi ng per son altiont We mag differanf curebeliefs i howvttoe Ken Machado
natureo and was ®Btainshose setdd but theaydals reraain the $ame.
the community. o6 He was a member of
the Elks and the Masons, served oRs we begin a new year, we close out the last and recall the triumphs an
the board of directors of the Mutualefeats, the births and deaths, the construction and destructions of our
Building and Loan Association angbast years. We remember those who preceded us and who helped to en
was a trustee of the Agnew Asylum f&ure those core elements we deem vital to a meaningful life and we try to
several years. anticipate which future leaders, family members, friends or enemies will
affect the outcome of our common needs.
He was born in Michigan on Oct. 31,
1859, and was a descendant of Nathihough we cannot predict with certainty the future of our lives, our nation
and Herman Bangs, founder of ther world, we can, as historians, look to the past and learn from those prior
Great Methodist Book Publishingevents and experiences which in turn may better equip us to face that un-
Company. (Evening NewMar. 13, certain future. In the words Afbert Einstein,0 L e a r n ,f rom ye
1916) % t oday, h o pAsestullemts of history,ome undenstardd these princi-
pals and hold strong to preserve and educate about the lessons of the past

If you missed the story of 4HarDsermo- . Lo
. . . Jo gll aof my fellow Pioneers, | thank you for your belief in the value of
mobile, the first auto manufactured in San, Jose, . -~ .

S ber. 2016 Trailbl IStory and wish you a very happy and fulfilling new year, as | end with the
see September, raiflolazer. message of novelisdehmet Murat lldan, oln the New Year, you carry all

Photo of Dr. Bangs and W. F. Hunt i&q%gxperiences of the past years and that is the greatest power of every |
' C ear [ student

Oseflu nt autos was onat eaog ablyn ’HuynotL(lisarger ela(t;}S S
granddaughters, Donna Miklica and Debby A Ken Machado

Pratt of Sunnyvale. President, California Pioneers of Santa Clara County

Special Members Event

Dan Erceg, who presented the intriguing talk on the-is&nauto at our December luncheon, has offered & tour
through the John Bertilotti antique car warehouse to the members of the California Pioneers of Santa @lara Col
The date will be Saturday, March 11th at 10 am. The tour will take about 1.5 hours. The Bertilotti Cpllection
Santa Clara, includes 50 beautifully restored antique cars from the early 20th century and 50 classic sgorts car
the mid20th century.

If you would like to attend this tour and you are a Pioneers member in good standing, please email Gayle Fra
gaylefrank CA@ gmail.com or call-20B6889 to make a reservation. Directions and final details will be ggven out
at that time.

California Pioneers Trailblazer March 2017 Page 3



Pioneers Quarterly Luncheon

Saturday, Mar. 4th, 2017

11:00 AM to 2:30 PM
THREE FLAMES RESTAURANT

Luncheon Presentation

Railroads and the
City of Campbell

presented by
Michael Kotowski

Make Reservationdy Wednesday, March 1st
Email to sccpioneers@aol.com
or call 4085547587 with your menu selection

If, after reserving, you cannot attend the Luncheon
PLEASE call or email to cancel your reservations.

We have to pay for nghows!

174

Banquet Roonti 1547 Meridian Ave. in San Jos¢

Luncheon cost is$30

Please make checks payable in advance to
California Pioneersand bring to Luncheon.

Menu Selections

Three Flames Special Steak
tri-tip steak topped with sautéed mushrooms

Chicken Parmesan
Both above served with Red Potatoes & Fresh Vegetable

Grilled Salmon with Dill Sauce

Pasta Rose
Penne Pasta in creamy Tomaté\lfredo Sauce

All of the above served with Salad, Coffee and Dessert
No-Host Bar for soft drinks, beer and wine

Parking is limited in front of the restaurant, however,
ample parking is available in the rear and close
to a separate banquet room entrance.

\"2)

Luncheon Presentation

Campbell family ended up in this valley and how th

took 3 days by walking, 2 days by freight wagon,
hours by stagecoach for $32, or 90 minutes by trai
$2.50, a fantastic bargain in those days.

Mr. Kotowski will give examples such as: around (1
65, the San FrancismeSanta Clara Valley commu

About Michael Kotowski

eam |l ocomotive from t

i n
and

getting
qui ckl y.

us tp

ard member of the Campbell Veterans Memorial

bell Planning Commission, and West Valley/Mission

awarded Citizen of the Year in 1982.
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Irofr;f Horse specialist. He speaks to the development|of the
e

- : %Hll%n the very last steam locomotives were built in Ameri-
developed from 1863 until now because of more effi¢igt But more important was the role that this invgntion

transportation. Railroads moved people and prodyigptb ay e d
the West Coast and Santa Clara Valley while peopleTdnd E 0

produce returned to the East Coast. We will hear how the ) ) )
d\g{jg_hael Kotowski served on the Campbell City Coungil for

insula developed with emphasis on the City of Camp )é years and as e former Mayor. He was a founding

Michael Kotowski will discuss how the invention of flichael Kotowski is a ferroequinologist, by definition, an

steam engine determined the success of the (i
Campbell for the Campbell clan. The entire pen|n

w h

Foun-
dation and the Campbell Historical Museum Foundgation.
BB4he 1960s he was an Air Force (SAC) Flight Eng|neer/
k&lechanic at Vadenberg AFB and was an Honor Gugrd for
fmresident John F. Kennedy in 1963. He has also bgen ac-
1tiy& in chairing numerous community boards and copnmis-
sions such as the Campbell Chamber of Commerce,|Camp-
Col-
leges Foundation, to name only a few. Mr. Kotowski was



oWhen San

This is a reprint of a 1916 series aboutfrom Santa Barbara. He was

| ocal history BEwen-
ing Newand attributed to Cora Older.

oln the early
books were strange implements
as they were throughout Califor-
nia. Many of the books, which
had been brought from Spain,
are now two or three centuries
old. Aside from the fine library
at the Santa Clara Mission, there
was only one library in this part
of California and was owned by
Jose Castro, afterwards General
Castro, conspicuous in San Juan
and San Jose at the time of the
Mexican War.

The library passed into the hands
of Mr . Ca st finelaws
Mariano Malarin of Santa Clara.
Later, another excellent library
of the period was owned by a
scholarly Englishman named
Hartnell, who had married a
Spanish lady. By about 1830 Mr.
Hartnell opened a school called
the Seminario de San Jose at his
ranch near Monterey. Here boys
were received for instruction for
$200 a year. The only other li-

Jos&cWaoo | Yoluanygs |

in December, 1795, Manuel Var-

fofotfally & @Urios®y@ PoweVers € a8 established the first school

one must not be too critical of

nia. At that very time, George
Washington, a gentleman, a gen-
eral and a future president, in
his di ary
owinder, 6 not
peculiarities of spelling, but of
pronunciation.

In the 70s of the eighteenth cen-
tury the children had a long holi-
day from school except when a
mother instructed her own and
nei ghborsé chil
Fathers were too far away to
teach.
brother

However, when the Mission and
the Pueblo were sixteen years
old the Spanish governor took
notice of the lack of schools in
the province. A royal order was
published requiring the estab-
lishment of a school in each
Pueblo. Evidently this was
thought of first for the instruc-
tion of Indians rather than that
of white children. At any rate,

dr en.

in a opublic

d a gdicatpn in Sparish m (Califpr- o |

The second school, seemingly the
first school ever established en-
tirely for white children, did not

s pel | edheimo exidtahcenrtie Rueldlo
o ntlll M¥811. ahe ixtl téacher whsi s

an infirm, retired Spanish cor-
poral named Rafael Villavic-
cucio.? He applied for the posi-
tion of teaching in San Jose. The
Alcalde, Jose Maria Estudillo, re-
ferred him to the commandant at
Monterey.

The Mission
The commandant gave his permis-
sion, which was very elaborate,
with a great many rules and regu-
lations. The Alcalde concurred
and signed the document. A copy
of that document is now buried
under the corner stone of the San
Jose normal school. It is written
in faulty Spanish and it reveals
that the commandant himself
should have gone to school.

Corporal Villaviccucio was given
the right to teach the children of

braries in the state were owned
by General Vallejo at Sonoma
and by the De la Guerra family at
Santa Barbara.

Considering the scarcity of books

it is not strange that the year
1777 must have been a happy one
for children who
study. There were no schools.
San Jose had an Alcalde in its
early days who was unable to
write. In the year 1794 not a man

in San Francisco could write. The
commandant asked that one able

to sign his name be imported

the Pueblo of
San Jose for
six hours dai-
ly. His salary
was eighteen
reales?
($2.25) a year
for each
child. The
teacher was
to be paid by
the head of
each family in
grain or flour.

(Continued pg. 6)
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