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After hearing the fascinating story of the 

historic Osen-Hunt auto, delivered by 

Dan Erceg at the Pioneers December 

luncheon, an interesting item caught my 

attention. It seems that a Dr. Bangs pur-

chased the first Osen-Hunt auto and was 

notorious for his banging into things with 

his car. 

 

It was reported in the Evening News, 

March 26, 1900, that soon after purchas-

ing the first Osen-Hunt manufactured in 

San Jose, Dr. Frederick H. Bangs, accom-

panied by an engineer, wrecked his new 

automobile during a trial road trip. While 

heading toward Alviso on North First 

Street, the auto òhad reached a high rate 

of speed on the asphaltum pavement 
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Dr. Bangs-Learning to Drive in Early San Jose

when suddenly a slight movement of the 
sensitive steering apparatus threw the 
machine with great force against the 
stone curbing nearly opposite Fox Ave-
nue.ó Damage to the auto included the 
front portion of the running gear, 
smashed wheels and a bent front axle. 
Reportedly, the occupants were not seri-
ously hurt, even though they were 
thrown from the auto.  
 
The second reference to Dr. Bangs and 

his driving was described in an Evening 

News article on Dec. 7, 1900, when he 

and T. S. Montgomery drove his auto 

down The Alameda, racing against 

George Bollinger and Judge Slack of San 

Francisco in a horse and carriage, testing  

             (Continued page 2) 
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10 1900 photo of Dr. Bangs (larger man in left auto) in his new Osen-Hunt. 

Photo donated by W. F. Huntõs great granddaughters to Dan Erceg, to be 

given to History San Jose. W. F. Hunt is sitting far right in a second auto. 
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Dr. Bangs (Continued)

which mode of transportation was 

faster. As a vehicle came head on to 

the racers, Dr. Bangs quickly turned 

his auto to fall behind Bollingerõs 

and hit the sidewalk, overturned the 

auto, and injured Montgomery. Dr. 

Bangs was not hurt since he already 

had a few accidents while taming the 

automobile and òlearned how to 

fall.ó The auto was not seriously 

damaged but òthe sidewalk was 

slightly bruised.ó   

   

However, a much later news article 

(Evening News, July 18, 1913) men-

tioned that Montgomery was unable 

to walk in good form for some timeó 

after that accident in 1900.  

     

An Evening News article on Nov. 4, 

1901 stated that twelve automobiles 

were now owned by private parties 

in San Jose. Dr. Bangs was described 

as òone of the pioneer drivers of au-

tomobiles in San Jose, having one of 

the first in townó though he had òall 

kinds of accidents,ó and òthe ma-

chine ran away with him several 

times.ó  The news article describes 

his auto trying to climb trees and òdo 

other unusual things that an untamed 

auto is likely to undertake.ó  Howev-

er, by the date of this article Dr. 

Bangs was said to be a more experi-

enced driver and had control of his 

auto as if it were a bicycle. 

   

Dr. Bangs was a personable and  
well-liked doctor and citizen of San 
Jose. He apparently enjoyed taking 
risks, trying out new adventures and 
having a good time. In November of 
1905, his fun-loving nature was ap-
parent when he took part in the pro-
duction of òThe Mandarin,ó a 

Chinese comic opera presented at       

the Victory Theater. Dr. Bangs, in 

his first theater appearance, played 

the court physician and was called 

to appear on stage in an automobile 

at the end of the second act. His 

friends were said to be curious to 

see what would happen and òhow 

he will handle the auto on stage.ó 

The Elks Club sponsored the event 

to raise money for charity.  (Evening 

News, Nov. 16, 1905) 

   
By 1913, after many years of driv-

ing, Dr. Bangs acquired considerable 

driving skill; a newspaper article said 

that he drove by intuition as òhis 

hands and feet worked quicker than 

his head.ó  
    

However, on several occasions he 

frightened a streetcar motorman by 

òskimming in front of, before it, or 

around the streetcar.ó One motor-

man complained that his heart 

stopped beating and his hair stood 

on end as Dr. Bangs scooted in 

front of the streetcar, narrowly 

missing the vehicle and then tooted 

his horn cheerfully. The railroad 

issued a letter to Dr. Bangs request-

ing that he òkindly avoid, when pos-

sible, frightening the car crew, and  

that some day a motorman might 

die of heart failure in his tracks 

when he thought he was going to 

crash into the doctorõs auto.ó Dr. 

Bangs apologetically replied that he 

would òobserve more care in the 

future.ó (Evening News, July 18, 1913) 

   

On Dec. 20, 1914, a San Jose sign-

writer, Louis Lieber, was struck by 

an automobile driven by Dr. Bangs 

on the corner of Second and Santa  
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Clara Streets, rendering the victim 

unconscious with a slow pulse. Dr. 

Bangs reported that he was driving 

slowly on a rainy night when 

òsuddenly something loomed at his 

fender.ó  No bones were broken 

and the patientõs pulse improved 

later that night. Physicians suggest-

ed that the unconsciousness may 

have been not completely due to 

the accident. (San Jose Mercury Her-

ald, Dec. 20, 1914) 
 

The next day Lieber was reported 

as improving rapidly at Columbia 

Hospital, at Market St. & Auzerais 

Ave., under the care of Dr. Bangs 

and Dr. E. F. Holbrook. (Evening 

News, Dec. 21, 1914) 

 

According to his obituary, Dr. 

Frederick Herbert Bangs passed 

away at the age of 56 on March 13, 

1916 after a long illness. He lived at 

300 South 17th Street in San Jose 
        (Continued on page 3) 
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Dr. Bangs (Continued)

for 26 years and was a most trusted    

and respected citizen. He had been 

married to his wife, Isabella May Bangs 

for 28 years. 

   

Dr. Bangs operated a sanitarium on 

North Third Street. His patients always 

came before his own personal comfort 

or the business aspects of his practice. 

He was described as having a 

òcharming personality, an affectionate 

natureó and was òa substantial man of 

the community.ó He was a member of 

the Elks and the Masons, served on 

the board of directors of the Mutual 

Building and Loan Association and 

was a trustee of the Agnew Asylum for 

several years.  

   

He was born in Michigan on Oct. 31, 

1859, and was a descendant of Nathan 

and Herman Bangs, founder of the 

Great Methodist Book Publishing 

Company. (Evening News, Mar. 13, 

1916)  × 
   

If you missed the  story of the Osen-Hunt auto-

mobile, the first auto manufactured in San Jose, 

see September, 2016 Trailblazer. 

Photo of Dr. Bangs and W. F. Hunt in the 

Osen-Hunt autos was donated by Huntõs great 

granddaughters, Donna Miklica and Debby 

Pratt of Sunnyvale. 

(Photo: Tim Peddy) 

 Special Members Event  
Dan Erceg, who presented the intriguing talk on the Osen-Hunt auto at our December luncheon, has offered a tour 
through the John Bertilotti antique car warehouse to the members of the California Pioneers of Santa Clara County. 
The date will be Saturday, March 11th at 10 am. The tour will take about 1.5 hours. The Bertilotti Collection, in  
Santa Clara, includes 50 beautifully restored antique cars from the early 20th century and 50 classic sports cars from 
the mid-20th century. 
 
If you would like to attend this tour and you are a Pioneers member in good standing, please email Gayle Frank at 
gaylefrankCA@ gmail.com or call 408-275-6889 to make a reservation.  Directions and final details will be given out 
at that time. 

As I write this message we are commencing a 

new year with anticipation, hope, questions, un-

certainties and potential. We are witness to a new 

government, new ideas and new conflicts and 

wonder what will come from all of this. Regard-

less of political, religious or social affiliations, 

most of us do share certain common core beliefs 

and needs, a desire for freedom, for health, for 

the means to care for our families and for the 

peace of a safe society free of conflict and perse-

cution. We may differ in our beliefs in how to 

obtain those needs but the goals remain the same. 

 

As we begin a new year, we close out the last and recall the triumphs and 

defeats, the births and deaths, the construction and destructions of our 

past years. We remember those who preceded us and who helped to en-

sure those core elements we deem vital to a meaningful life and we try to 

anticipate which future leaders, family members, friends or enemies will 

affect the outcome of our common needs.  

 

Though we cannot predict with certainty the future of our lives, our nation 
or world, we can, as historians, look to the past and learn from those prior 
events and experiences which in turn may better equip us to face that un-
certain future. In the words of Albert Einstein, òLearn from yesterday, live for 
today, hope for tomorrow.ó  As students of history, we understand these princi-
pals and hold strong to preserve and educate about the lessons of the past. 
 
To all of my fellow Pioneers, I thank you for your belief in the value of 
history and wish you a very happy and fulfilling new year, as I end with the 
message of novelist, Mehmet Murat Ildan,  òIn the New Year, you carry all 
the experiences of the past years and that is the greatest power of every New Year! This 
year again, you are less student and more master!ó  

 
 ñKen Machado 
         President, California Pioneers of Santa Clara County 

Presidentõs Message 
 

Ken Machado 
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 Luncheon Presentation 
   

Michael Kotowski will discuss how the invention of the 

steam engine determined the success of the City of 

Campbell for the Campbell clan. The entire peninsula 

developed from 1863 until now because of more efficient 

transportation. Railroads moved people and product to 

the West Coast and Santa Clara Valley while people and 

produce returned to the East Coast. We will hear how the 

Campbell family ended up in this valley and how the pen-

insula developed with emphasis on the City of Campbell. 

   

Mr. Kotowski will give examples such as: around 1864-

65, the San Francisco-to-Santa Clara Valley commute 

took 3 days by walking, 2 days by freight wagon, nine 

hours by stagecoach for $32, or 90 minutes by train for 

$2.50, a fantastic bargain in those days. 

 

 Saturday, Mar. 4th, 2017   

11:00 AM to 2:30 PM 
 

THREE FLAMES RESTAURANT  
Banquet Roomñ1547 Meridian Ave. in San Jose 

 
Luncheon Presentation 

Railroads and the  

City of  Campbell 
  

presented by 

Michael Kotowski  
  

Make Reservations by Wednesday, March 1st 

 Email to sccpioneers@aol.com 

or call 408-554-7587 with your menu selection 

If, after reserving, you cannot attend the Luncheon 
PLEASE call or e-mail to cancel your reservations.   

We have to pay for no-shows ! 

 

Luncheon cost is $30  
Please make checks payable in advance to  

California Pioneers and bring to Luncheon. 

 
 

Menu Selections 
 

Three Flames Special Steak 
tri -tip steak topped with sautéed mushrooms 

 

Chicken Parmesan 
Both above served with Red Potatoes & Fresh Vegetables  

 

Grilled Salmon with Dill Sauce 
 

Pasta Rose 
Penne Pasta in creamy Tomato-Alfredo Sauce  

  
 

All of the above served with Salad, Coffee and Dessert 

No-Host Bar for soft drinks, beer and wine 

 
Parking is limited in front of the restaurant; however,  

ample parking is available in the rear and close  

to a separate banquet room entrance. 

 Pioneers Quarterly Luncheon  

About Michael Kotowski 
 

Michael Kotowski is a ferroequinologist, by definition, an 
Iron Horse specialist. He speaks to the development of the 
steam locomotive from the late 18th century to the 1950õs 
when the very last steam locomotives were built in Ameri-
ca. But more important was the role that this invention 
played in getting us to where we wanted to be òON 
TIMEó and quickly. 
 
Michael Kotowski served on the Campbell City Council for 
17 years and as a 3-time former Mayor. He was a founding 
board member of the Campbell Veterans Memorial Foun-
dation and the Campbell Historical Museum Foundation. 
In the 1960s he was an Air Force (SAC) Flight Engineer/
Mechanic at Vadenberg AFB and was an Honor Guard for 
President John F. Kennedy in 1963.  He has also been ac-
tive in chairing numerous community boards and commis-
sions such as the Campbell Chamber of Commerce, Camp-
bell Planning Commission, and West Valley/Mission Col-
leges Foundation,  to name only a few. Mr. Kotowski was 
awarded Citizen of the Year in 1982. 
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òWhen San Jose Was YoungñSchool Days in the Puebloó 
from Santa Barbara. He was 

probably a curiosity. However, 

one must not be too critical of 

education in Spanish in Califor-

nia. At that very time, George 

Washington, a gentleman, a gen-

eral and a future president, in 

his diary spelled a òwindow,ó 

òwinder,ó not only revealing his 

peculiarities of spelling, but of 

pronunciation.  

 

In the 70s of the eighteenth cen-

tury the children had a long holi-

day from school except when a 

mother instructed her own and 

neighborsõ children. The Mission 

Fathers were too far away to 

teach.  

 

However, when the Mission and 

the Pueblo were sixteen years 

old the Spanish governor took 

notice of the lack of schools in 

the province. A royal order was 

published requiring the estab-

lishment of a school in each 

Pueblo. Evidently this was 

thought of first for the instruc-

tion of Indians rather than that 

of white children. At any rate, 

òIn the early days of the Pueblo, 

books were strange implements 

as they were throughout Califor-

nia. Many of the books, which 

had been brought from Spain,  

are now two or three centuries 

old. Aside from the fine library 

at the Santa Clara Mission, there 

was only one library in this part 

of California and was owned by 

Jose Castro, afterwards General 

Castro, conspicuous in San Juan 

and San Jose at the time of the 

Mexican War. 

   

The library passed into the hands 

of Mr. Castroõs brother-in-law, 

Mariano Malarin of Santa Clara. 

Later, another excellent library  

of the period was owned by a 

scholarly Englishman named 

Hartnell, who had married a 

Spanish lady. By about 1830 Mr. 

Hartnell opened a school called 

the Seminario de San Jose at his 

ranch near Monterey. Here boys 

were received for instruction for 

$200 a year. The only other li-

braries in the state were owned 

by General Vallejo at Sonoma 

and by the De la Guerra family at 

Santa Barbara. 
   

Considering the scarcity of books 

it is not strange that the year 

1777 must have been a happy one 

for children who didnõt like to 

study. There were no schools. 

San Jose had an Alcalde in its 

early days who was unable to 

write. In the year 1794 not a man 

in San Francisco could write. The 

commandant asked that one able 

to sign his name be imported 

in December, 1795, Manuel Var-

gas1 established the first school 

in a òpublic granary.ó  

 

The second school, seemingly the 

first school ever established en-

tirely for white children, did not 

come into existence in the Pueblo 

till 1811. The first teacher was 

an infirm, retired Spanish cor-

poral named Rafael Villavic-

cucio.2 He applied for the posi-

tion of teaching in San Jose. The 

Alcalde, Jose Maria Estudillo, re-

ferred him to the commandant at 

Monterey.  

 

The commandant gave his permis-

sion, which was very elaborate, 

with a great many rules and regu-

lations. The Alcalde concurred 

and signed the document. A copy 

of that document is now buried 

under the corner stone of the San 

Jose normal school. It is written 

in faulty Spanish and it reveals 

that the commandant himself 

should have gone to school. 

 

Corporal Villaviccucio was given 

the right to teach the children of 

the Pueblo of 

San Jose for 

six hours dai-

ly. His salary 

was eighteen 

r e a l e s 3 

($2.25) a year 

for  each 

child. The 

teacher was 

to be paid by 

the head of 

each family in 

grain or flour.  
 

   (Continued pg. 6) 

This is a reprint of a 1916 series about 
local history written for San Joseõs Even-
ing News and attributed to Cora Older. 

 


